"Ts "1 
Seamans Opinion | 


O'F A 


Standing Army 
ENGLAND, 


In Oppoſition to a 


FLEET at Sea» 


As the beſt Security of this Kingdom. | 


— 


In a LzTTEr to a Merchant, 
Written by a SAILOR, 


n— 


LONDON, 
Printed for A. Baldwin in Warwicklane, 169g: 


Ce ED cnn <——__—_— —_— 


WS DOPE po PT moo_—_ Ay TT peo ORR 7 Tr os to ont runny PII —— 206 


T H - 
Seaman's Opinion 

".OF A | ; 
Standing Army, . : 


SIR, —_— 

TW Have read with no ſmall conſideration, the Arguments 
for and againſt a Standing Army, ſo warmly argued on 
both ſides; one making of falſe Weights and Meaſures, 
and allowing nothing to be true Weight that is nor 

. weigh at the Court-Beam ; while the others lay their 

Reaſons and Arguments in the Peoples Scale, and wei 

common Intereſt and our Conſtitution againſt the Court- 

Projects. I muſt confeſs, the latter are much in the right s 

for Laws were made for the general Good of all the Subjects; 

and are by no means to be altered ro the prejudice of the Pev- 
po: The Engliſh Conſtitution has no reſpect to thole. fiittire 
ontingences and Emergences which may happen to crowned 

Heads. Our Fore-fathers thought thoſe Laws which were of 

Force and Virtue enough to keep them in the poſſeſſion 'of 

their Eſtates, equally powerful to ſecure the Regalicies of the 

Crown to the King, and _ be alike advantageous - _ 
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Poſterity ; and I know no Reaſon why we ſhould be of ano» 
ther Opinion. 


The main Reaſon the Court-party offers for a Standing 
Army, is the entire Confidence we may repoſe in the King, on 
the account of the heroick Virtues inherent in him, and his 
firm and ſincere Intentions to the preſervation of the Nation, 
and the Rights of the Subje&; ſo that if the People of Eng- 
lend do not truſt the King with their Lives, Liberties and Eſtates, 
they would infinuate as it they did miftruſt him. I may know 
my Neighbour to be very honeſt Man, 'and yet have no oc- 
caſion co truſt him with the Deeds of my Eſtare, my Money 
or Goods : nor need the People exchange Magna Charta for 
the King's Letters Patents-for their Liberties durante benepla- 
citoz for ſo it muſt be when he is arm'd with Force at any 
time” to take it away. I have as much, nay a greater Eſteem 
for the - Royal -an& Þringely: Virtues of-thisg\lkjeſty, than 
any Coartier of: them alt; and though F truſt che 
King with a great deal, yet I ſhouſd not care to truſt them 
with a little. A Government ſettled by the People of Eng- 
land ought to be maintained by them 3 and without doubt 
the People will maintain a King in thoſe Rights and Pre- 
rogatives they have granted and confirmed to him, other- 
wile it will be a Reflefion which hitherto has not hap- 
pened upon them : bur to maintain a Government upon any 
other Principles, than ſuch on which ir is founded, is ridiculous. 
The. Superſtructure ought to be conform to the Foundation, 
the Building otherwiſe 1s irregular and inartificial z and for the 
People to undermine the Foundation of their Liberties, and 
raze it to the ground, only to build a Pyramid of Honour, or 
a Triumphal. Arch for a Prince, is downright Nonſenſe. A 
Government ought to be ſupported 3 bat it muſt be conſider'd 
withal bow it deviated from its Inſtiration : when we know 
what a Government is, we can quickly find fit Props to ſup=- 
port it, and fir Force to defend it. *Tis pity there ſhould 

a diſtiotion berwixt the King, and the Government, 
which yet muſt be allowed whea the Couitiers call themſelves 
the Goverament : As- a certain Perſon was committed = 


4 
l 
: 
1 
| 
s 


—_— OO OMEN WE” 


TOE EE OT TOO EAI Y 


the Cuſtody of a Meflenger by the Secretary's Warrant, for 
publiſhing and - diſperſing a ſeditions and ſcandalous Libel againſt 
His Majeſty and Government ; whenas it only contain d Matter of 
Fa& againſt ſome Cimmiſſioners. Well then, theſe Com- 
miſſioners are the Government z and I am of opinion, if it be 
thus, that *cis not worth our while to keep up twenty thouſand 
Men to ſupport it. Setting themſelves thus up, they leſſen 
the King and his Prerogativez as if the King had the Legiſla- 
tive, and they the governiag Power, Evil Miniſters and 
Officers have in all Times prov'd prejudicial to the Prince 
that employ'd them.; for they afing after an illegal and arbi- 
trary manner in their ſeveral Stations, cauſe ſuſpicion that 
the Prince by whom they are commiſſtonated, will, when 
enabled with Force, do the like, or worſe: and tho ill Mi- 
niſters and Officers may a& illegally, and after an arbitrary 
manner, without the Knowledg, nay contrary to the Conſent 
and Approbation of the Prince; yet all their Actions tend to 
the weakning of his Government, and to create Jealoufies in 
his People. Men judg of the Fountain by the Purity or Im- 
urity of the Streamsz and Juſtice being deny'd or delay'd 
by Officers and Miniſters, they. preſently look back to the 
original Contract and Coronation Oath, with a great deal of 
Doubt and Hefitation. Ir was a noble and glorious Sayi 
of our great and renowned Prince Edw. 3. when he havg'd 
his Chief Juſtice Thorp, of the King's-Bench, for taking a Bri 
of 100 /, That he being intruſted ar the King s Deputy, to admi- 
miſter Tuſtice in that Court, had as much as in him lay broken that 
Solemn Oath that his Majeſty made to his People at his Coronation. 
Inſtead of a Land Force to defend Evil Miniſters, this wiſe Prince 
procur'd a Halter to hang them. It Mea in great Offices have 
been guilty of enormous Crimes, have laviſhly ſpent and 
ſquander'd away Parkamentary Funds rais'd for the Secu- 
rity. of the Nation, mult the People of England make a rent 
in their Conſtitution, and raiſe and pay Twenty thouſand 
Men to maintain them in their vicious PraRices, and ſecure 


them from the Violence and Inſults of the common People? - 


They are grown already to ſuch a height, that there is no 
way of calling them to an Account. 1t an- inferiour Board 
commitc 
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commit a Crime, rob, embeze], plunder the Nation, and-en- 
rich themſelves with the Publick-Spoils of the Kingdom 3 and 
a Complaint be made to the Lords of the F-—ry, they re- 
fer it (after the Complainer has a long time attended) to the 
Board complain'd againſt : afcer a long attendance (five or fix 
Months I have: known it) a Report 1s made; the T —- ry 
acquieſces with the Report, and the Complainer is fruſtrated 
of his honeſt Intentions. Ir is a Law amongſt 'em never to 
hear the Complaint of an Inferiour Officer againſt a Supe- 
riour; as one of the Commiſſoners of the Ex— fe told 
a certain Perſon, that there was a ſecret Reſolution 
taken up_by all the Commiſſioners in the Kingdom, that if 
an Inferiour Officer complain'd of Miſmanagement, the 

would repreſent him either. as a Fool or a Knave, or elſe 
make him . ſo uneaſy that he ſhould: be forc'd ro quit his 
Employment : and this appears to be true, for moſt, it not all 
the Officers that have complain'd of Miſmanagements, have 
been diſcharg'd for (o doing. How then ſhall theſe Men be 


puniſhed > Why the laſt Reſort you know is a Parliament ; 


and if you read over the Liſt, you will ſoon find how many 
Courtiers were there, Judges of their own Cauſe, and Auditors 
of their own Accounts. So that, Sir, I think you aſhoar are 
in 2 fine pickle, if ever theſe Men ger a Standing Army to 
ſapport their Miſmanagements by point of Sword, and the 
powerful Arguments of Pike and Gun: For our Controverſy 
15 not about truſting the King with a Standing Army, we 
pay Him all the Deference imaginable ; but we are loth to 
at the Charge of guarding of thoſe that have not regarded 
the Publick Good, nor thoſe worthy Gentlemen that ven- 
curd their Lives to bring the King to the Throne, and to 
promote them to Offices of Truſt and the greateſt Profit. 
Their reſtleſs Endeavours to gain this Point of a Standing 
Army, have other meanings in them than the ſpecious pre- 
rence of Publick Safety. When the' Fox preaches, beware 
che Geeſe ; there is ſome Fetch or other, ſome Snake or 
other in the Graſs, that will not wriggle it ſelf into view, 
but under the Umbrage of a Land Force. You muſt bear, 
Sir, with my homely Compariſons, as well as wa” in- 
ifterent 
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diflerent Language ; we Tars don't pretend co police Learn- 


-ing, and finery of Speech. Bur to illuſtrate my Diſcourſe, 1 


mult tell you, that the laſt Voyage I made was to New England, 
the Commander of the Ship I fail'd in was a Man of Virtue 
and Probity, very $kilful in Navigation, and one that had a 
due regard to the Profit and Advantage of his Owners. Bat 
the Mate, Boarſwain, Gunner, and other Officers, were Men 
of vicious Principles, and workd fo far upon the good Nature 
of the Captain, that they got entire poſſeſſion of him, to 


- the no ſmall loſs of the Merchants, and the trouble of all 


the honeſt Sailors aboard, When we came to New-England, 
and had taken in our Loading, being homeward bound, they 
perſwaded him to take more Men, more Forces aboard, un- 
der pretence of Advice they had received from England of 
ſome Twrkih Men of War that lay in the Chaps of the Eng- 
liſh Channel. The poor Captain believ'd a neceſſity upon - 
ſuch plauſible pretences of augmenting his Forces; being un- 
willing to have his Ship pirated from him : The Forces were 
raiſing apace, when it was diſcover'd that theſe Fellows had 
a deſign to run away with the Shipz ſo that had their Defign 
taken effeR, the good natur*d Captain had been thrown over- 
board, and I had now been among the Madags/car Pirates. Ill 
men contrive all ways, firſt to raiſe themſelves by Villany, 
and then to ſupport themfelves in it. The ſame Effe& your 
Land-Force may have upon you 3 Your Captain I know isa - 
good Commander, ot Principle and Addreſs, and I verily be- 
lieve deſigns you no harm: but his under Officers, if they de- 
fign'd you any good, would have done it before this time. 
Beſides, if you have a mind to keep your King, keep him + 
from a Standing Army : King fames had been here till, had - 
it not been for his Standing Army, an Army model'd by the 
Vipers which lay in his boſom for chat very purpoſe. I like 
the Effects of that Deſign ſo well, that I defire no more of that 
nature : We. have a-Government founded upon good Princi- 
les 3 a Revolution of which every ſtep has attended by 
ivine Providence ; a King, who governs according to the 
Rules of Juſtice at home, and is the Head and Leader of our 

Armies abroad, to his own .immortal Honour, and the i 
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2nd Welfare of his People ; and every good Engliſhmen and 
Chriſtian ought to bleſs God for ' ic. But Revolutions in .8 
Nation are like Fevers in the Body natural,: which advancing 
too often, prey upon the Vitals to the deſtruction of the 
whole Compoſitum; and tho we have lately known.it did, yet 
-they ſeldom happen withoue damage either to the Royal Pre- 
rogative, or the Franchiſes of the People, both which ought 
to be kept inviolable ; and fince they are (o at preſent, | know 
no reaſon why we {hould put either in danger for the future, 
An Engliſh King, and an Engliſh People, fute well rogether z 
and fince we are bleſt with both, we have no reaſon to pro- 
mote new Whimſeys in the head of one, to create Jealouſies 
in the other. The Notion of an Invaſion trom the Man abroad 
is not ſo much a Propoſition of Horror, as the Notion of our 
Liberties being invaded at home ; and we are in more danger 
of thoſe_ Horſe-leaches of Government that fill themſelves 
from the Veins of the State, than from Foreign Troops. Money 
_ .s the Sinews of War; but the Sinews once weakned, .che 

Body is in a tottering Condition. A Standing Army muſt be 
fed, and when once without Pay, muſt live upon Free-quar- 
ters for there .is no'reaſon that Men rais'd tor the ſervice of 
;their Country, ſhould ſtarve in it. I would fain know what 
theſe Men would do with a Standing Army, unleſs (as before 
to guard them from the Violence of the Mob. Where ſhoul 
they encamp, to be in a readineſs to oppoſe an Invaſion ? 
Had they as many Armies as there are landing places in Eng- 
land, we might have ſome Security. Few of theſe Men that 
talk of Standing Armies, have had the Courage to go abroad 
to the Wars; but now perhaps for their Diverſion, at the 
expence of the Kingdom, they are willing to ſee Namur taken 
2t Windſor, or a Butterfly Camp at Hewn/tow-Heath, where the 
Forces muſt attend the Motions of the Man abroad : : 


Where the Knights Errgnt lie with Legs acroſs, 
Expefting what muſt never came to paſs, 


The Sky falling to the utter deſtruction of the whole Species 
.of Larks 3 French Iavaders in Fleers of flying a 
a 


of a Standing Army. .0 


and abangance of ſuch odd Chimera's, 'if not worſe. "How 
will they model this Army > as they have done the Civil Ot- 
fices 2 Will they fill Commiſhons with rancour'd Tories, con- 


firm'd Jacobites, and Non-Jurors ? Shall Men of Worth, Me- 


rit and AﬀeRion to the Government, be as ſcarce in this Army 
as they are in the Cuſtoms and Navy ? God forbid! How 
many years Purchaſe muſt a Commiſſion be fold forz and 
where will be the place of Sale, and who the Broker, now Sir 
Fleet is dead ? Few of the King's, and their Country's Friends, 
have got Money to buy ; muſt they be ſold to thoſe that gor 
Pardon-money ia the late Reigns, or thoſe that are ſtarving fince 
this Revolution ? Well, there may be a formidable Invaſion, 
and the Nation in a great deal of Danger thereupon. The 
whole Strength of the Nation is not able to withſtand it, and 
yet the Party pretend that Twenty thouſand Men our of that 
Strength ſhall do itz that is as much as to ſay, ſeven Millions 
of Men are not able to withſtand an Invaſion, but Twenty 
thouſand of the ſeven Millions ares the Afiner is of greater 
force, power and virtue than the Major : if the Folk in power 
ay ſo, 'tis true enough 3 better a Nation be ruined, enflav'd, 
or any thing elſe, than they be thought to err in Judgment, 
or miſs their Ends. But ſuppoſe the worſt, that a French 
Army ſhould land; why then if we han't a Standing Army, 
the great Places at White- Hall will be in a tottering condition : 
but ſuppoſe they don't land, and we have a Standing Army in 
expectation of it ; why then the great Folk at #hite-Hall are 
all the time fingering the Money raiſed to pay them, not to 
their diſadvantage to be ſure. Tis no matter whether we 
are invaded or no, as long as their Trade goes forward. Now 
tho your Earthquakes don't diſturb the Element I ſojourn 
on, yet I may give my Opinion concerning your Afﬀeairs as 
well as ſome” of you have as to the Management of the 
Fleet, that know no other difference betwixt Salt Water and 
Freſh than by the Taſte. I remember I was at an Anchor in 
Shetland Bay, when there was juſt ſuch another Invaſion in the 
Ifle of Parbech, as your Folk expe&t. If there was then any 
Standing Army, they were guarding the Royal Ducks in 
St. Zames's Park, or mans wo tes but 1 am ſure they 

were 
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whe not there.” ' Now without any -Rov4!' Mandate, Com- 
miſGon, or ' avy Order from above; the bold Britt _ 
\ bled in a hoſtile manner, with all the VVeapons of Defence 
-the Countty: could afford 5 and without arty Cer 
march'd ro the Place of landing: The Rumonr of the French 
 Nambers' was Ten thouſand, and in 48 hours there were a 
Hundred thouſand in. Arms in Dor/er/hire, and rhe adioining 
Counties, who c:zme down time enough to the Sea fide to 
engage the. Invaders. I believe if thele Hodmandods, Raw- 
heads and Bloody-bones, with which the Children of Eng- 
lend are now card, thould appear, we ſhawbe in a govud 
poſture! of defence, without Tweney thouſand Red Coats, 
whichare more terrifying than an Invaſton. 


Now theſe Bugbears and Scarecrows, this Viſionary In- 
valion that haunts the Ruins of waite-Hall, being remov d 
out of ſight, let us recover our Senſes, and {can the point, 
whether the Milicia regulated and diſciplin'd may not be as 
powerful to withſtand an Invaſion, as Twenty thouſand of 
that Militia for every one capable of bearing Arms belongs 
to it) liſted and entered into Pay. Burt they fay the Militia 
is not diſaplin'd 5 whoſe Fault 4s that? Was it not in their 
power that contend for a Standing Army, to have diſciplin'd 
the Militia ſince the Controverſy in the Houſe of Commons 
laſt Seſſions about it? If the Officers of the Militia can't 
be truſted, *cis the tault of thoſe that made 'em Officers. 
A Negligence in this Point, and trumping up a Standing 
Army at the ſame time, looks as if their Army were to do 
ſome baſineſs the Militia will not do for it is evident the 
Militia can do more than twenty times the Forces they de- 
fire, when neceffiry ſhall require it. Befides, Twenty thou- 
ſand Men difpers'd are no Army ; their being in a body makes 
them one, but a body can be only in one place at a time. We 
- have abundance of Landing-places, and our Army can be but 
at one of them, and I know already the Invaders wort land 
there. Now on the other hand, they can land wo wherein 
England, but the Militia will be at the place, enough of them 
to make a ſtand cill the reſt come up z fo that oþ be 

tanding 
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Standing Army, the greateſt uſe of rhem at that Juature 
would be ro come in for the Plunder of the field. I mighe 
2dd more on this head, - were it not vanity to urge Reaſons 
to juſtify a thing that is beyond diſpute. But the Authors 
for av Army, like Mr. Bays in the Rehearſal, are reſolved to 
preſent the World with ſomething very ridiculous, and have 
not yet determined the point whether the two Kings of Brem- 
for (hall head rheir Standing Army with both Boots on, or oge 
off, 


As I don't know the deſtgns, fo I am ignorant of rhe 
Conſequences of what theſe Men make fuch a buſtle about ; 
bur it tends to create a Miftruſt in the King of his beſt Syb- 
jeas, and tells him plainly he cannot be ſecure in his Throne, 
and enjoy his Prerogative, without making an Alteration in 
our Conſtitation 3 and thar the People's Liberty, and the Re- 
galities of the Crown cannot be ſafe at the fame time. Now, 
if 1 fhould aver, that our Conſtitation muſt of neceflity tumble 
down, if a Branch of the King's Prerogative were not lopt off 
to make a-prop to ſupport it, I ſuppoſe the Secretary of 
Stare would eſteem it a State Crime, and I ſhould be vilited 
with the plague of a Meſſenger ; when at the ſame time theſe 
Anthors raiſe Bulwarks, and plant their Cannons upon them to 
batter down our Conſtitution, break down the Fences of our 
Liberty, and deſtroy thoſe Privileges which have immemori- 
ally been the Rights of our Anceſtors ; and all this conniv'd at, 
if not encouraged. Have the Liberties of the People no 
Guardians ? Are there none to proſecute ſuch Offendors in 
the name of the Good People of England ? Where is the 
Tuſtice, Glory, and Honour of our Anceſtors > Are all their 
glorious Marks obliterated in their Poſterity ? Are the ends 
of the World come upon us, | that we are willing to fee an 
end of our Liberty > Are our Rights lels valuable, our Laws 
of leſs force than formerly > Are we ignominiouſly willing to 
give away what our Fore-tathers left ns at the expence of their 
Blood ? God forbid that the Children unborn fhould curſe us 
as cruel Step-fathers that have difinherited them of their Birth- 
right. Will not ſucceeding Generations think, that ny eos 

izhts 
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. Rights were not worth keeping, or that we. inglotiouſly be- 
trayed our Children in parting with them 2 Will not the Ro- 
man Honour and Gallantry, which inſpired Heathens newly 
acquainted- with Laws and Principles of Gove:nment, riſe up 
in Judgment againſt us, when'we prove treacherous Deſerters 
of our Liberties, and raiſe and pay Twenty thouſand Men to 
take poſſeſſion of our. Freehold > Are not thoſe who ſurren- 

. der'd Charters, gave away their Birth-right, and betray'd the 
Liberties of their Country in the late Reigns, juſtly branded 
with the marks of Infamy, and their Memories handed down 
to Poſterity as ignomiaious and ſcandalous ? And ſhall we 

who have ſpent {0 many Millions to undo what they did, and 
retrieve our ſinking State from utter Ruin, tread in their ſteps, 
aR the ſame Tragedy, and play over the ſame Game > Was 

.a Standing Army but a few years ago, accounted a Grie- 
'vance, and now become a thing defirable 2 Is j& not at- 
tended with the ſame danger, or are we grown leſs ſenſible of 

- it? Are we in the ſame condition with thoſe that are troubled 

- with the French Diſeaſe, of whom it.is aid, when onca cured 
they are more defirous to commit the Sin again ? Are we cla 
in our Underſtandings, that we are willing to return into the 
. ame languiſhing Condition, of which we are (o lately reco- 
.vered, and have pay'd fo dear for the Cure? Let the Pleaders 
. for a Standing Army conſider, how much a Standing Army 
was accounted a Grievance in the late Reigns, and how much it 
tended to the deſtruction of the King that rais'd it, and they 
may eſteem their deſigns impraRticable ; for it can be no other 
than a Refletion upon the Wiſdom of the Engliſh Nation, 
voluntarily to give one King what they forc'd trom another, 
to ſecure themſelves in the peaceable poſſeſſion of their Eſtates : 
and no wiſe Man can imagine, that in a Government founded 
on good and wholeſom Laws, a thing that turn'd one King our 
of the Throne, ſhould keep another in it. If you have the 
. fame People to manage this Standing Army, that managed the 
late K. James's, you have the ſame People to coals this Standing 
Army as oppos'd the other; and in all likelihood you'l be brought 
into the ſame Diſorder and Confuſion: wherefore I think, all 

- things conſidered, you had better be without it. : [ia 

us 
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Thus far, Sir, 1 have ventur'd ont of my Element, to give 
you my Sentiments of Afﬀairs aſhoar 3 now ſuffer me to te 
aboard my Ship, and give an account of another Secutiry to 
our Kingdom lntle heeded or talk'd of, I mean ogr Shipping. 
It is ſuppoſed theſe horrible Invaders will not fly over the Seas 
in the Air, nor will they ſhove themfelves over in leaden Boar 
under Water 3 they are compounded of Fleſh, Blood and 
Bones, contrary to the nature of Spirits z they are viſible and 
tangible Subſtances: therefore let us conſider how we Sailots 
may handle chem z for it is a demonſtrable Argument, if we cat 
drown or burn them at Sea, you'l have no occaſion of a 

Army to knock *em oth* head aſhoar. By your infifting fo 
much upon a Land Force as neceflary to withſtand an Invatwry 
you ſeem to yield up the Empire and Dorhinion Ky che 

e 


Yea, 
which I am very unwilling to grant, mg th 1 have 
no' Rivals in that Aﬀair, nor no Nation ca of raking poſ- 
ſeſſion of that Dominion. If we could beat an Enerny at /z 
Hes, and burn fourteen of cheir three Deck wy at one time, 
might have quite ruin'd them ar Sex then, had it nor beers 
for the wonderful good Nature of you know who; 1 fay, if 
we could do what they have not yer been able to recruir, nor 
perhaps never will unleſs we ſell 'em Timber to build more 
Ships:3 if chey have loſt their Ships, and we have ay 
ours by a far greater number than they have loſt, I hope we 
ate not now leſs able to fight an Invader. I fuppoſe the Dif- 


- embarkment -of the Prmce of Orange was carried on with as 


much ſecreſy as an Invaſron will be, yet we know how long it 
was talk'd of, and how long expected before it came. Con- 
ſider in the next place, how many Ships an Invader muſt have ro 
bring over Men enow to conquer this Kingdom. Now if fix 
or feven handred Ships 'were requiſite tro brmg over at moſt 
bat Foarteers thouſand five hundred Men, how many will 
be neceſſary to make an Invaſion upon England in order to 
conquer it ? Their numbers muſt be much greater, they come 
withourt leave and undefired 3 and Invaders let *em be of, whar 
Countty ſoever, or of what Religion foever, are hated by 
Engliſtumen- The Prince of ar Deſcent apog En2tand was” 


no 
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no Invaſion but an Invitation, and his Acceſſion to the Throne 
no.. Conqueſt (whatever wo or three inſignificant Prieſts have 
wrote) but the free Gift and Benevolence of the. good People 
of England, Yet notwithitanding all” Parties were agreed in 
this Revolution, how many Accidents happen*d 2 How often 
was the Fleet detain'd by contrary Winds ? and when at Sea, 
forc'd to ſteer a Channel Courſe, and in a Line too, which 
made em ſeen by both Shores. But this Invading Fleet that 
muſt have at leaſt ten times the number of Men, and conſe- 
quently of Shipping, are ro come over undiſcover'd. From 
what Place will they come? Why this is the main point 3 the 
honeſt Men in Offices tell of an Iavation, and it is to be done 
by ſomebody, that ty will not dare name for fear of being 
Gazetted, and ordered to be profecuted, as Dick Baldwin was 
for refleting upon ſome great Perſon at the French Court : 
They had better run the hazard of Profecucion, and tell the- 
truch 3 _ the Proſecution may be bought off, Mr. Baldwin gave 
but eight Guinea's to Harry.B — and three t» his Brother 
N—— and the Proſecution was at an end. But this Invaſion. 
can't be brib'd off, the Invaders will not ſtay for Grartuities, all- 
is their own when they have conquer'd, and into this Condition 
we may be brought, becauſe our Standing Army-men are mealy 
mouth'd, and won't ſpeak out. An Invaſion may well be a 
Propoficion of Horror to them, when the very Invaders and 
the Country they come from, cramps their Tongues, and 
frightens them ſpeechleſs, ſo that Twenty thouſand Men and 
nothing elſe, can bring them again to their Senſes. If they would 
tell us the Country they] come from, I could give you my 
opinion in the matter ; if I knew their Country,l ſhould know 
their Ports, and what Conveniencies they have for ſhipping 
their Men 5, but I'm ſure they have no Conveniency of landing 
them in Eng/and unleſs we pleaſe: All we can learn from them 
is, that 'tis the A4an abroad, and abundance of Men there are 
abroad, and which of %em 'tis we can't tell ; this 44a» may be 
ſomebody or nobody, or anybody or everybody, ſince he has 
no name. He may be the Man in the Moon for ought we 
know, and then we are in a:fine condition z, his is a Country we ; 
know nothing of, nor what kind of People he will bring wk 
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him,- nor what ſort of Weapons they uſe in Battel : H- :<cer- 
tainly an Enemy, becauſe he is no Friend, and « powerful] Ene- 
my too z. his Dominions are very large, and for ought we know 
yery..populous 3 and it he ſhuuld delcend upon Sa/isbwry Plain 
with ewo or three hundred thouſand Mortals, why then the 
Cathedral Church there will be invaded by Men of a ſtrange 
Religion, that have not. been educated to mumble the Prayers 
in »/wm Sarum, and the beſt fake in the Hedg of one of our 
Biſhops is quite loſt. The more I think of ic, the more am I 
terrily'd at the Apprehenfion of ſuch an Invaſion 3 what a hor- 
rid terrifying Spectacle will it be co ſee Men (nay for ought 
we know Monſters) deſcend like Hail upon our Country 3 
where our Ships can't come, and nothing but Twenty thou- 


ſand regular Troops can oppoſe? How will our Women and 


Children be frighted, and our old Men aſtoniſhed at ſuch an 


 Apparition, worſe than that ar Prbeck,! Now I ſhould think 
it molt proper, to prevent an Invaſion from this Country,- to 


ſend an Ambaſſador thither : We have not given the Man, nor 


any of his Subjects, any affront that I know af 3 and a Truce © 


or Peace is far better than War, as the Turks and Germans 
on both fides affirm; and we have! Men -of Parts and Senſe - 
enough in -our Nation-.to ſend on ſuch an Embaſſy: We know 
the Country is very high, yet- we are -provided with very 
high Flyers in our Government, that have mounted from 
Footboys, - Journeymen and Valets, to Commiſſioners, and 0- 
ther great Officers z one or two of theſe on this Embaſſy may 
pur an end to our Fears, and:reader Twenty chouſand armed 
Men uſetefs : I could pick a Man or two out cf our Officers 
fir for this Embaſly, that have riſen with a wonderful Impu- 


dence at home, and. will no doubt carry a good Stock abroad | 


with them. Theſe high. Flyers have one Conveniency in 
mounting above the reit of Mankind, they have no weight of 
Brains to retard their Flight upwards z and it there is any Money 
in the World in the Moon, they | load enough intheir Pockets - 
to haſten their deſcent downwards. If they ſay my-Invalion is - 
ridiculous, I ſay fo of theirs, as alſo of Tweaty thouſand V.ento 
withſtand it, and keep out a Force which all Exzland befide can't 


Well,. , 


do. 
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Well, it feems we muſt ſtill be in the dark abont this Tn- 
vaſion, the Army Authors wor't tell as whence it will come, 
and: yer tell us a diſmal Story of its coming ; fo that we ate 
left to bare ſuppoſition, which puts R— at all into being, but 
is the Foſter-father of Non entities : We have ſuppos'd ictrom 
above the Clouds already; 'let us defcend and view the Ter- 
reſtrial Globe, view the Coaſts of our Neighbours, aad ſee 
from which of them all a Fleet of Ships can lanch forth inro 
the deep, and paſs the-Ocean with an Army without Ob- 
ſtruction from the Royal'Navy : ?Tis Nonſenſe to ſappole this 
Invaſion to come from Holland, which fo lately affiſted ts wirh 
Forces in order to recover our loſt Liberties; choſe rhat helg'd 
knock our Fetters off, wilt not be for purtmg them on” fo 
ſoon already. Burt ſuppoſe Holland had a defign npon Eng- 
tard, let us confider how impradticable {uch a' deſign would 
be, whilſt Eng/end has (o good 4 Fleet of Ships of War: Thoſe 
Auxiliary Forces they lent the gaod People of England opp the 
Revolution, met with abundance of Obſtacles and Difficulties 
in ſhi ing the Horſes and' Men, which kepr che Encerprize 
fo far back, that the Regiments, the Names of the Co- 
lonels commanding thoſe Regiments, and an exat Account of 
the Number of the Men, Horſe and Foot, wis printed in the 
Engliſh Gazerre long before they faw the Coaſt of England ; 
fo that the Engliſh Nation had then as much time to prepare 
to oppoſe them, had they been willing, as they had to pre- 
pare to receive them's Yolenti non fit injavia. The Revolution 
pleas'd the Nation, if che major part of the People may be 
 call'd ſo. But had theſe been Invaders, as they were the Auxi- 
liary Troops of the People of England, entertain'd in their Ser-* 
vice by their own Conſent ;- che Fleet then under the Com- 
mand of the Earl of Dartmmwth, and in a proper Station too, 
could ealily have obſtructed that Expedition : But the Sea- 
men were in a Confederacy with the Landmen in the Intereſt 
df their Country, and I hope in God ever will be; and it is 
not often the Engliſh Fleet has let an Armed Navy paſs through 
their Channel without one Broadfide. 


We 
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We muſt imagine it not to come from France immediately 
after the Ratification of a ſolemn Peace, ſo honourable to the 
Engliſh Nation : But ſuppoſe France at any time ſhould have the 
Vanity to invade England, will not: our Navy be ſufficient to 
put a ftop to ſuch -an Invaſion? The French Councils perhaps 
are as ſecret as any in the World, and tho vulgar Eyes cannot 
ry into the Cabinets of that Prince, yer his farſt and ſecond 
ate Men of War are eaſily diſcerned ;_ I hope they'l rig their 
Ships before they put them to Sea, they! careen, and gun, and 
man them, and all this can't be done in a Chimney Corner : 
Their Caulkers, Hammers, and Carpenters adzes, will make 
ſome noiſe ; we ſhall hear ſomething of it ſure. Conſider their 
rts, and where their Ships areJaid up, and you may eafily 
conclude they can't ſoon join upon ſuch a deſign : Breſt is the 
moſt commodious and moſt frequented Port with Men of War, 
but not capable of containing them all, and if it could,they can't 
enter the Ocean at once; and tis but very bad riding in Camaret 
Bay for fome, till the reſt join them ; ſome are laid up at Afar- 
ſeilles, Thoulon, Havre de Grace, Port Lewis, Rochfort, 8c, be- 
fides ſome at Dwnkirk,, from which place they can't come out 
with their Guns on Board ; and while they are taking their 
Guns in, if we can annoy: *em, we.may have Intelligence of 
them. Beſides, they muſt rendezvouz ſomewhere, and thar 
Wind which brings one halt of the Fleet to the place of rendez- 
vouz, keeps the other half back ; fo that it the Peace did not put 
us x of this danger, our Fleet would be a ſufficient Guard a- 
gainſt it. 


Spain is in a firm Alliance with us, and had a good Belly-full 
of Lrabon in $8, which is not yet digeſted, and the Northern 
Crowns never made any Preten(1ons of this naturez fo that I 


. dare boldly affirm we are in no danger of an Invaſion from any 


- Nox part of the World, and the Terra Incognita is a long way 


- . In the ſhort view I have taken of the Condition of our 


Neighbours, and their ſtrength in Shipping, compar'd with the 
NavalForce and Maritime —_—_ of Exgland, I believe if - 
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of-them ſhould intend an Invaſion upon Zuglard, they could ac 
accompliſh it. For, as 1 have (aid betore, it caunor be ras 
Ve muſt have notice of it 3 and while they are fitting out 
Em we may &o the fame: our Fleet being out, and d1- 
Concrans, appainred in proper Stations, would ea» 
y yn them 3 it will be eaſy enough known when they 
{t put to Sea, if we bave a ſufficient number of Advice Boats a- 
under the Command of able and honeſt Sailors, od -__ 
ſill i an) rar cruſh : my Reaſon is, that as foon as the 
the worſt Sailor of the two ſhoul = 
- advancage of the Wind, and the other ply to Windward to 
give the two geareſt Squadrons notice —_ Now we'll typ» 
the worſt, that the Egemy (hall have the advantage of a 
iſt of the Stations of our as [ have heard they formerly 
ve. had z why then their butipeks is to fail ina dire Line be» 
wixt two, of our Squadrons:. for ſhould they fail in 2 Line of 
= ſirerching Eaſt and Weſt, and keep their Tenders in the 
;ne, which they muſt-da ro-guard them, this Line muſt 
b_or WRETINTagens lengh s the Prince of Orange 5 Fleet could 
m theix Half Moon till paſt the Skirts of Dover, 'Fhus in 
Ari eh Wing of the Invading Fleet wil} rouch upon 
(hmen of War ; ' and all that underſtand Sea 
DER will — this malt noodh] be to the diſadvantage of 
lavading Fleet. Suppoſe they fi} in 2 ftrait Line North 
; to prevent diſcovery by ſpreading too much room, 
the Toe of on either in the Front or che Rear of 
their Fleet ; -— their Ships of War mult keep in a body, and it 
is our buſineſs only co fall upon their Tenders and Tranſport 
Ships, and. a few Men of War will ruin landreds of ſuch Veſ- 
ſels in a (hoxe time, being not {cattered, but in a body : for they 
uſt keep rogether, an dy much under the proteQion of their 
-opvoys as poſhibles. and ſhould thei Convoysengage our Men, 
of War, ang their Trankports at the fame time keep on theix 
Courle,” in all probability they'l fall in wich our Relieving Sque- 
dron that comes to the others aſſiſtance, and then they are total- 
ly ryined;, or if during the Engagement they lye by to ſee the 
Lon 0 -= Fight, they ave in.as much danger of the Relieving 
adrots Nar is it practicable tor the Tranſport Ships during 
the 
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the Er zpciment to fail to the place of Landing, for their Men 
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land under coyert of their Cannon, otherwiſe the Country 
Folk would ſhoot 'em like Seagulls, as faſt as they land : They'1 
never find a Brixam buſineſs of it ; there's a wonderful difference 
berwixt Invaſion and Invitation, berwixt the Diſimbarkmene 
of Auxiliary Troops, and an Army of Varlets and Cur-throars. 
If they ſhould be no better watch'd than the Thox/on and Poime?'s 
Squadron, and to the Scandal of che Engliſh Seamen, flip our 

| War, and arrive on our Coaft, I queſtion neither the 
Courage nor Condud of the People of England in giving them 


ſuch a'Reception as they deſerve. 


Row the Ufetnlneſs of a Fleet, as the beſt Guard to Englend, 
is evident, not ny from Reaſon, burfrom undoubted Hiſtory 
and plain Marrer of Fat; many Inftances whereof our Tars of- 
ten at Sea talk and boaſt of, many of which Tt could inſtance in, 
were I not too far gane ateady beyond the Limits of a Lerrer. 
But however I muſt crack about again upon your Land noms 
Folk ; and to avoid all Anmmoſities, Quarrels and Heats, I tha 
got tel} how much nor how little was done during this War by 
the Land Army in F!ander: 5 but ſhall only-hine what might ra- 
tionally have been.done by the Fleet under a good Management 
and ConduRt. Of fo many Millions of Money that have been 
fpent during this War in Land Forces, fuppoſe fome of that 
Money and thoſe Forces had been us'd on board the N 
would not fiſteen or tweaty Thouſand of them thus employ'd' 
have done more Mifchief to: the Enemy than fifty or threeſcore 
Thouſand in Flanders ? They might have landed im them Coun- 
try, their ſenfible pare, which we haveſo gently rosch'd 3. ſucha 
Force would have been ſuffrcient co have ravag'd ro or 20 Mites. 
roundn their Conntry, and when the Enemy had gor ſufficient 
Force together ro repel them, =y might een have march'd 
aboard zgain with their Plunder - and coaſting along chew Coun- 
, In two. or three days erme have | again 4 
fes from the place they landed in- before, and retired aboard 
as before, and practis'd this Trade along their Coaſt from Eaſt 
to Welt ; this would have been a tireſome. Divertion indeed : 
They would thus have had no time to. ſow or reap, or = 
eir. 


o 


-their Vineyards z this would have diverted their Armies abroad, 
perpetually haraG'd their Arrear-ban at home, kept their Pea- 
ſants/ from their Employments, and fill'd 'em with continual 
Fears and Alarms, Being kept continually waking,it might have 
alterd the Temper of an imperious aſpiring Enemy; waking 
they fay will tame a mad Horle, why not. a mad Tyrant ? Bur 
whether our Mifmanagements have been occafion'd thro Igno- 
rance-of the Managers, or thro an evil Deſign againſt our Coun- 
try, is yet left to determine 3 but both are equally noxious to a 
Nation, and byicontinued Succeſſionsof Grievances without re- 
dreſz, the moſt flouriſhing Kingdom, the moſt glorious Monarch, 
and moſt warlike People may at once be empoveriſh'd at home, 
.and grow ſcandalous abroad ; for nothing conduces more tothe 
Honour and Glory of a Nation than-the good opinion foreign 
States and Governments have of their Management; they”l give re- 
ſpeR according tothe Polity of their Government ; if wile they'l 
court its Favour,if fooliſh chey*l deſpiſe it: Thoa Man be ftron 
and rich, his Adverſary values it nor, knowing his blind ſide, oy 
how to cully him out of his Birth-right. The metageget of our 
Maritime Afairs has been the common Subject of all Tongues, 
as it has been the common Grievance of the Nation 3 and whacr 
makes it the more reſented by thoſe that have paid Money to the 
Managers, and been at the Charge of our Naval Force, is the 
mites Kbvancage England has had/over the Enemy in this point, 
Let us conſider the natural Advantage of our Dominions, the 
bappy Situation of our Tergtories in order to annoy our Enemy: 
Let us (and thatnot without ſhame) look into the Aquitain Sea, 
and behold chere the Iflands of erzy, Guernſey, 8&c. in our polle(- 
ſion, juſt upon the Enemy's Coalt, provided with Harbors, con- 
- .venient Peers, ſafe Roads for Ships to ridein ſecure of all Tem- 
peſts, overlooking the Enemy's Ships as they paſs from St, Mae, 
-Gramvile,&C. and at the ſame time to conſider that they have been 
of no other advantage during the War than an accidental Shelcer - | 
to ſuch of -our Ships as have rouch'd there, is matter of amaze. 
ment as well as miſcarriage. In the time of the Civil Wars Sir 
Geo, Carteret was then Governor of the Ifland of ferzey in truſt 
for the Royal Family, and with about twelve or fourteen very 
ſmall Frigots ſo annoy'd England, that the Government wo in 
cing 
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would: 

they were ſupply'd with Lead, teehibceſrics 
of War, es a ſettled Intelligence of the Aﬀairs of England, 
and all this done by the King's own Officers. The Regiſter of Cer- 
tificates in the Ifland of Jerſey was complained againſt at Court 
upon this account, and by his own Confeſhon as well as by the 
Depoſitions of ſeveral Witnefles, convicted thereot before the 
Council, and by the Cognd! for the ſame. Bur ſuch 
is the Fate of ill Men in Offices, and that do differvice to their 
Country, that ſoon after his diſcharge he was puniſhed with a 
Landwaiter's Place in the Port of London, which Place he enjoys 
at this Junure, as if the Prieſt of Chaxſey bis traiterous Corre(- 
pondent had abſolv'd him from all his Sins, and made him again 
reftns in Curia at White-Hall, When there is a Concatenation of 
Villany in Publick Offices, one Link of the Chain muſt nor be 
broken z if ſo, it is a Chainno longer. But this is a (mall Kindneſs 
in his Patron Sir . 7, thus to advance the Brother, who has two 
of his Siſters to ſerve under him.Our Miſmanagements every body 
knows, and we have Complainers enow, but the Difhculties we 
labour under is to find out Puniſhers: We have had ſufficient 
. Experience that the puniſhing of Criminals with good Offices 
and Employments, has had an Effe& anſwerable to the Folly of 
the Proje&, to puniſh a Captain for giving away a 5th Rate tothe 
Enemy, with preferring him to a fourth Rate, will never do our 
fineſs. If you officer your Ships of War with Righy's, and man 
them with Landmen, chriſtned oy. the name of Mareeners, yout 
make 
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